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Welcome to Worldwide 
Communications

ÅThis presentation is designed to introduce the new 
or recently upgraded ham to HF radio.  

ÅThe information presented here is very general.  



What Does HF Mean?

HF stands for HIGH FREQUENCY

These are the frequencies from 1.8* to 30 

MHz or the 160 meter to 10 meter bands. 

HF is also known as shortwave.

*160m is actually a Mid Frequency (MF) band but it is included in the Amateur HF 

bands for ease of discussion.
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How is HF different than
FM repeaters?

Åbƻ άƳŀŎƘƛƴŜέ ƻǊ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘΦ

ÅAllows communication beyond line of sight.
Contacts are generally a couple of hundred miles to over several thousand miles.

ÅPropagation is strongly effected by solar activity.

ÅSeveral communication modes are available to use.
SSB, CW, RTTY, SSTV, Digital, AM



HF Band Allocation
Meter Band Frequency (MHz) 

CW, RTTY, Data Voice 

160 1.800 - 2.000 

80 3.500 - 3.600 3.600 - 4.000 

40 7.000 ï7.125 7.125 - 7.300 

30 10.100 - 10.150 

20 14.000 - 14.150 14.150 - 14.350 

17 18.068 - 18.110 18.110 - 18.168 

15 21.000 - 21.200 21.200 - 21.450 

12 24.890 - 24.930 24.930 - 24.990 

10 28.000 - 28.300 28.300 - 29.70
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Who Uses HF?

ÅBecause of the ability to communicate over long 
distances, HF is used by many government, military, 
and commercial agencies worldwide.

ÅAmateur Radio operators all over the world use HF 
for the same reasons of being able to communicate 
over long distances.



Amateur Radio & HF

ÅWhen most people hear the term ham radio they 
generally think of HF or shortwave and long 
distance communications.
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Who Has HF Privileges?
Å In the United States all licensed Amateur Radio operators have privileges on the 

HF bands.

Å Technician and Novice class licensees are permitted to operate CW on portions of 
the 80, 40, 15 and 10 meter bands.

Å Technicians also have SSB and Data privileges on portions of the 10 meter band.

Å Technician and Novice class licensees have power limitations on the HF bands.

Å General, Advanced and Extra class licensees are permitted to use all available 
amateur modes on the HF bands.

Å General, Advanced and Extra class licensees are also permitted to use full legal 
power.
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How It Works
(Propagation)

ÅJust as sailors use the natural forces and currents of 
wind and water to guide their boats, radio 
operators use naturally occurring charges in a layer 
of the atmosphere called the ionosphereto bend 
and reflect their radio signals.
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ÅWe are most concerned with the uppermost  region 
called the ionosphere.
*The ionosphere is part of the thermosphere and not a separate layer or region.  For our 
discussion we will only refer to the layers that make up the ionosphere.
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Why It Works
(The Atmosphere)

Å¢ƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ŀǘƻƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ 
atmosphere to become charged. These charged 
particles are called ions.

ÅThis charged region of the upper atmosphere is 
called the ionosphere.

ÅWhen a radio wave enters this region of charged 
particles, its direction of travel is altered. 



Radio waves change direction when 
they enter the ionosphere
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The Ionosphere

Å The ionosphere is broken up into layers.

Å These layers are the D, Eand Flayers.*
*There is no A, B, or C layer.  These were reserved for possible future 
discoveries.

Å ¢ƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ ¦± ǊŀŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
this affects radio waves and how they travel. 



The Layers of the Ionosphere
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The D Layer

ÅThe D Layer is the lowest and densest region of the 
ƛƻƴƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ  Lǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ от ǘƻ рт ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
surface.

ÅBecause of its density, the D-layer tends to absorb radio 

signals.

ÅThe absorption of RF varies by wavelength.  Longer waves 
such as 160m and 80m are most effected.

ÅD-layer effect is less on 40m, slight on 20m and 
inconsequential on the higher frequencies.
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ÅTherefore, The D-layer begins at sunrise, peaks at noon and  
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The D Layer

ÅThe ionization level of this lower part of the atmosphere is 
directly related to the sunlight.

ÅTherefore, The D-layer begins at sunrise, peaks at noon and  
disappears at sunset.

Å¢ƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ ƛƻƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5 ƭŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ άŎƭƻǎŜǎέ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ōŀƴŘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ

Å¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ 5 ƭŀȅŜǊ ŀǘ ǎǳƴǎŜǘ άƻǇŜƴǎέ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ 
bands and they will remain open throughout the night.
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The E Layer

ÅAt 62 to 71 miles above the Earth, the E layer is the lowest 
portion of the ionosphere useful for long distance 
communications.

Å Ionization of the E layer occurs rapidly after sunrise and 
diminishes quickly after sunset.  Minimum ionization of the 
E layer is after midnight, local time.

ÅLike the D-layer, the E-layer absorbs long wavelength signals 
during the day.
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The E Layer

Å{ƛƎƴŀƭ ŀōǎƻǊǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 
angle. (local noon)

ÅThe E layer effects other Amateur bands above 30 MHz but 
for now we will limit our discussion to the HF bands.
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The F Layer

ÅThe F layer is the uppermost region of the atmosphere.  It 
begins at approximately 100 miles and can extend to over 
омл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ

ÅThe F layer is responsible for most of our long distance 
communications.

Å.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƛǘ 
is less dense than the other regions.
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The F Layer

ÅLǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ 
radiation to develop but the charges can last long after 
sunset.

Å5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΩǎ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ 
the F  layer to become two separate layers called F-1 and F-2 
layers.
The lower F-м ƭŀȅŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎǳƴǎŜǘΦ
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The F Layer

ÅThe effects of the Sun on the ionosphere change as the 
seasons change because the angle between the Sun and the 
Earth changes throughout the yearly cycle.

Å In the summer, during periods of high solar activity, it is not 
unusual to see bands like 10 and 15 meters stay open until 
midnight and 20 meters stay open all night.



Choosing a Band

Å80 Meters ςBest at night

Å40 Meters ςBest near Dawn/Dusk

Å20 Meters ςBest during the day

Å15 Meters ςBest during the day during higher part of sunspot cycle

Å10 Meters ςBest during the day during higher part of sunspot cycle



Sub Bands

ÅLicense class restrictions
ÅExtras get it all

ÅGenerals only some.

ÅSome of the best DX is in the Extra sub bands; a good reason to 
upgrade.

ÅStay 3KHz away from Band Edges

ÅMode Restrictions
Å/ŀƴΩǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻǊ {{¢± ƛƴ ŀ /² subband.

Å/ŀƴΩǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ όt{YомΣ w¢¢¸Σ ŜǘΦύ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ subband.



Sub Bands


